»My Street« Project: revealing the cultural heritage of Central Slovenia

Anja Frkovic, Ljubljana City Library

Abstract. »My Street« project was developed by Ljubljana City Library exclusively for
the KAMRA portal, a website containing Slovenian digitized cultural heritage. This
project presents the history of streets and urban districts in Central Slovenia, reveals
interesting facts from the lives of prominent figures and thus allows visitors of the
KAMRA portal to take a virtual walk through places and among people from the past.

1 Introduction

Ljubljana City Library (LCL) is the largest public library in Slovenia. Its network
consists of five regional units with 17 branches in Municipality of Ljubljana and 13
branches in seven municipalities, which are contracting partners. It also has 43
mobile library stops. LCL was established in 2008, when six separate Ljubljana
libraries consolidated. ' LCL performs its activities for the residents of Ljubljana, the
capital of Slovenia, as well as for its visitors. It also performs special tasks of central
regional library for the Central Slovenia region which has about 500.000 residents.

LCL has been involved into the KAMRA portal project from the start as it was one of
the ten central regional libraries running the development of the portal from 2005 to
2008. Now it is one of the most active regions contributing local heritage material to
the KAMRA web pages. Most of the collections published by the partners from the
Central Slovenia region in the recent years are a result of a special LCL project
entitled My street, whose main goal is to present the history, development, cultural
pulse and life of people at a certain place (part of town, a street, a main square) to
the public and in this way promote the interest in local studies throughout Slovenia.

2 The KAMRA portal

The KAMRA portal is a website which provides access to digitized Slovenian cultural
heritage. It was developed between years 2005 and 2008. The project was run by a
Consortium consisting of ten central regional libraries, the Public Library Association
and the National and University Library and was financed by the Ministry of Culture.
The portal was fully launched at the end of 2008 and is now a regular program,
financed by the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sport. It was managed by
the Consortium till 2011 then Celje Central Library took over the responsibility for

' In 2008 Oton Zupagi¢ Library, Bezigrad Library, Slovanska Library, PreZihov Voranc Library, Siska
Library and Joze Mazovec Library merged into Ljubljana City Library.

2 The regulation on the activity and funding of central regional libraries assigns LCL four main tasks: 1.
Ensuring an enlarged and more demanding collection of library materials and information. 2.
Providing professional help to regional libraries, including collaboration in planning the development
of the information system. 3. Coordinating collection, processing and preservation of local studies
material. 4. Directing withdrawn library materials of its region.
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management and development of the portal. The regional central libraries and the
Public Library Association still take part in maintenance and development of the
KAMRA portal as they co-finance it and manage regional editorials.

A big part of cultural heritage stored by cultural organizations is still not accessible to
the public. The purpose of portal KAMRA is to provide these organizations with free
infrastructure, maintenance and training, so they can make public the documents
which are of importance to the local community. The portal is opened to all
institutions (museums, archives, schools etc.) and individuals and it is aimed at the
general public.

The KAMRA portal provides access to different digitized content: full texts, images,
audio and video material. This enables easier, faster and more result oriented data
search. Digital collections are presented as stories: a certain theme, described by a
short text, is illustrated with images, additional textual documents and audio and
video recordings.
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KAMRA'’s mission is

to coordinate the collection and access to digitized local cultural heritage
content,

to enable the users to take creative part in the cultural and social community
happenings,

to help citizens gain access to cultural heritage and local studies material
housed in libraries, museums and archives,

to promote digital content of libraries, museums and archives, since in the
future they will represent one of the leading generators of e-content to be used
by partners from economic sectors (tourism, creative industry, education),

to promote the Slovene knowledge and culture worldwide,

to provide access for all those who are not able to access the content
physically,

to preserve the Slovenian local cultural heritage in digital form permanently.

Every region has a possibility to choose content for publication that is typical of the
area, interesting, and of importance to the local community. This can be:

presentations of local authors or prominent figures, including their work in
digital form, photographs, postcards of the house of their birth, audio
recordings of their voice or an interpretation of their work, and video
recordings of literary evenings or celebrations held in their memory,
documents of typical local societies: their actions, the life stories of their
founders or key players, their texts, audio recordings, the memories of their
descendants and friends,

local postcards from different eras, stories linked to the locations on them and
their owners,

audio and video recordings of local dialects related to the material being
described and documented,

collections by local artists, their biographies, exhibition catalogues, and
interviews,

film material with local-interest content (primary and secondary),

content related to tourist attractions in the local community (natural or cultural),
local ethnographic content (how we used to live, folklore, domestic crafts,
customs, etc.),

famous buildings and the life stories of their inhabitants.

The KAMRA portal follows the Digital Agenda for Europe 2010-2020 strategy (2010)
by providing access to digitized analog collections. By providing free infrastructure



and education the portal encourages public libraries and other local cultural
organizations to plan digitization of their local studies collections.

KAMRA was also involved in EuropeanalLocal project. This allowed the portal to
become one of Slovenian repositories which enable the content to be harvested and
featured on Europeana.

Digitization of material for the KAMRA portal has been emphasized in public libraries
of Central Slovenia region for several reasons:

e the cost of digitization which arise from smaller projects, such as preparation
of digital stories for the KAMRA portal are much lower than those of
digitization projects of large corpuses of library materials,

¢ |ocal studies are becoming increasingly important in public libraries,

e means have to be provided for full-time employment of regional coordinators
of local studies (within performing tasks of LCL as Central regional library),
who can build digital collections in a more quality and organized way and deal
with very time consuming preparations of the collections.

The KAMRA portal is currently being upgraded. By the time this paper is published
the testing phase will be finished. Along with all the technical upgrades KAMRA will
also be completely renovated.
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2.1 KAMRA editorial policy

As the concept behind KAMRA portal is regional, there are 10 local editors who are
situated in 10 central regional libraries. The main editorial office is situated at Celje
Central Library.

The duties of the main editor are the following:

e reviewing the content of the portal and coordinating the addition of content
with the regional editors,

e calling meetings and organizing training for regional editors,

e organizing and providing training for content contributors when necessary,

e co-operating with the contractor to improve the portal and rectify errors,

while the regional editors:

e coordinate the addition of content in the region,

e review and edit the regional content, and approve the publication of all
regional content,

e assist external partners in creating content,

e organize regional training for new content contributors,

e make proposals for portal improvements.

In 2010 LCL upgraded the education system for learning data entry into the
administrative environment of the KAMRA portal by e-learning.

E-learning is very practically oriented. The participants get to know the basics, how to
use the portal and design stories on the site. E-learning is accessible 24 hours a day
(anytime, everywhere), that is why the participants have the possibility to decide for
themselves when they are going to use it. The e-learning content is divided into five
exercises with a number of different tasks. By solving all of them the participants
learn how to enter the data into the administrative environment of the KAMRA portal.
The e-learning tutor monitors, guides and helps the participants in the learning
process and answers their questions by e-mail.

This kind of learning process proved to be very efficient. By solving different tasks by
themselves (with the only help of a special manual) the participants memorize the
proceedings much better. Till September 2012 thirteen contributors finished this e-
learning successfully. At the end of e-learning every participant is asked to fill out a
questionnaire about their experience with e-learning. In accordance with the results
of the questionnaires the tasks are upgraded and improved on a regular basis.

3 My street project

My Street project was developed by Ljubljana City Library exclusively for the KAMRA
portal. Its main goal is to present the history, development, cultural pulse and life of
people at a certain place (part of town, a street, a main square) to the public and thus
promote the interest for local studies throughout Slovenia. Also involved in this
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project are six public libraries from the Central Slovenia region. Ljubljana City Library
provides them with help and counseling for planning, preparation and creation of
digitized collections. It also provides education for all the content contributors. The
project stands as a good example of an effective tool for promotion of libraries and
their local studies material.

The project started in 2010. Six regional public libraries decided to join in. The main
topic was presentation of important streets and squares in the cities of Central
Slovenia region.

By mid-2012 the Cental Slovenia region published 18 digital collections under the
wing of the My Street project, 4 of them were published by LCL (A street at my
beloved Zalog, Tav€ar street in Ljubljana, Ljubljana neighborhood Fond houses and
Dane Zajc). Central region libraries contributed the remaining 14 digital collections of
which seven explore selected streets and their inhabitants, three represent the image
of a certain place, three introduce famous personalities and one explores craft, trade
and industry in a specific town.

In fact, the exact number of published digital collections, created for this project, is
difficult to define. Some collections consist of a multitude of sub-collections which are
added subsequently. This way some of the collections are constantly being updated.
If a collection becomes too large, it can be divided into several parts, which means
that the number of digital collections is constantly changing.

Libraries choose their topics independently. Usually they choose a theme that during
the formation of a digital collection is current and interesting or it is of importance to a
specific local environment. In the My street project libraries publish one or two digital
collections a year, some even more.

Since LCL strives to publish quality and interesting digital collections, it tries in the
process of preparation to connect as much as possible with other cultural institutions,
associations and individuals.

It is a strong involvement of the Central Slovenia region in My street project which
largely contributed to the fact that in 2011 the regional editor received the award for
the most active and successful work on the KAMRA portal.

Bellow | will present four collections, which were published on portal KAMRA as a
part of My street project by LCL as well as a few selected collections of the regional
libraries.

3.1 LCL collections
3.1.1 A street at my beloved Zalog

As a part of the project LCL wished to present the most well-known and interesting
streets in Ljubljana, so they asked for ideas from the colleagues of LCL branches. Of
all the collected proposals they chose a street in Zalog, which is known for its very
genuine neighborly relations. For visual presentation of Zalog and its history old
postcards from LCL local studies collection have been used, while for presentation of
street events and neighborly relations photographs from the archive of one of the
neighborhood families have been used. This digital collection has a special feature, a
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short documentary film called The Sunny street. It was filmed on a special street
event, the 29" street picnic. Both, documentary film and trailer have been published
on YouTube and online links to both of them can be found on the KAMRA portal. 3

3.1.2 Tavcar street in Ljubljana

One year later TavCar street was chosen. This street lies in the center of Ljubljana
and is known for its famous Court House Palace, MikloSi¢ park across from it,
interesting architecture and certain important people who once lived here. To show
the historical outline of Tav€ar street and MikloSi¢ park the library connected itself
with Ljubljana Historical Archives, which has allowed eleven postcards with images of
Tavcar street to be published on the portal. For the presentation of the architectural
gems of Tavc&ar street photographs shot by the library staff were used.
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Kako je Tavcarjeva dobila ime

Leta 1889 se je na pobudo obéi ika (| Zupana) lvana Hribarja obéinski svet mesta
Ljubljana odloéil preimenovati ulice, katerih poimenovanja se zaradi novih razmer niso veé zdela
ustrezna. Prav tako je moral poimenovati vse novonastale ulice.

Konéni predlog poimenovanj je bil pripravien Sele tri leta kasneje. W naslednjh leth je tako obcinski svet
poimenoval ter preimenoval vrsto cest, ulic in trgov. 15. julija 1898 je ulico, ki je tekla od tedanje Dunajske ceste do
Kolodvorske ulice poimenoval Sodnijske ulice, kasneje pa se je zanjo uveljavilo poimenovanje Sodna ulica.

Po prvi svetovni vojni s& je Ljubljana zelo hitro razra&ala, zato je bilo znova potrebno nove ulice poimenovati,
nekatere stare pa (zaradi neustreznosti) preimenovati. Mestni magistrat, ki je bil zadolZen za priprave nabora
primernih poimenovanj, je preko £asopisja povabi k sodelovanju §iro javnost. Odzvalo se je nekaj posameznikov
ter Jugoslovanska zveza za tujski promet. Magistrat je zbrane predioge dal v preucitev stavbnemu odseku
obtinskega sveta, ker pa slednji ni hotel sam sprejemati cdloCitev, je bilo odloeno, da se izvede anketa. MNa
podlagi slednje je stavbni odsek ob&inskemu svetu podal prediog za poimenovanje ter preimenovanje ublianskin
trgov, ulic in cest. Ma seji 12. julja 1923 je obEinski svet poimenoval 47 ulic in cest ter preimenoval 51 cest, ulic in
trgov (v 18 primerih je $lo le za spremembo oblike imena). Sodna ulica je bila tako preimenovana v Tavéarjevo
ulico, po pisatelju, politiku in nekdanjemu fjublianskemu Zupanu vanu TavEarju.
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Picture 3: Digital Collection Tavcar street in Ljubljana

In cooperation with the Chamber of Architecture and Environmental Planning of
Slovenia there was also a workshop for children organized, entitled TavCar street
held at LCL. It was attended by two classes of elementary school pupils from the fifth

® Digital collection A street at my beloved Zalog is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the following url:
http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=873 .
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grade. The purpose of the workshop was to present them the Tavlar street, its
characteristics and history. The whole event was documented in the form of photos
and videos, which were also published in the digital collection. *

The collection will keep being upgraded, firstly with a sub-collection about the famous
inhabitants of TavCar street, inside which there is already a sub-collection about the
translator Branko MadZzarevi¢. He kindly provided LCL with his biography and a
photo. He also agreed to do an interview, which is published in five parts at the
KAMRA portal.

3.1.3 Ljubljana neighborhood Fond houses

The collection shows history and life at one of the most interesting neighborhoods in
the Slovenian capital. It presents through photographs the actions and events
prepared by the residents in a common desire to socialize and live a better life.

_ Pri]aVa
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e Ty Ljubljanska soseska Fondove hise
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za naselie osmih vedstanovanjskih hi§ s 17 hiSnimi Stevilkami, ki se nahaja za BeZigradom, v neposredni blifini
ljublianskega Stadiona.

Soseska je SirSijavnosti postala poznana ob predstavitvi naértov za prenowve stadiona, ki bi po njihovih besedah
krepko posegla v bivanjski prestor stanovalcey Fonda. Takrat so stanovalci ustanovii Koordinaciski odbor
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investitorjem projekta, druZbo BeZigrajski £portni park.

Letos je soseska Fondove hife praznovala 75. obletnico svojega cbstoja, ki jo je zabeleZila = razstavo v Mestni
kniiZnici Ljubljana ter slovesnim piknikem ob prazniku Dneva sosedov.
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Picture 4: Digital collection Ljubljana neighborhood Fond houses

* Digital collection Tavéar street is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the following url:
http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=580.
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In the year the collection was being prepared the neighborhood celebrated its 75"
anniversary of existence and the event was held exactly on European Neighbors’
Day. Residents decorated the whole street and prepared a picnic, which we
documented. We also did an interview with the residents’ representative and
published it at portal KAMRA in five parts. Residents celebrated their neighborhood
anniversary also by opening of the exhibition of Fond houses at the Slovanska
Library, a branch of LCL. The exhibition had been digitized and uploaded to the
portal KAMRA. °

3.1.4 Dane Zajc

The collection of Dane Zajc represents a set of collections of prominent personalities.
It deals with the life and work of a renowned poet, playwright and essayist Dane Zajc.
The collection was created in collaboration with Pionirska — The Centre for Youth
Literature and Librarianship and Slovenian library-museum MEGA quiz. In collecting
the photographic material we also had help from the author’s son Lenart Zajc. 6

3.2 Selected regional libraries’ collections
3.2.1 City presentations through old postcards

Some regional libraries have chosen to present their city with the help of old
postcards from their own local studies collection. The postcards talk about the history
of places and lives of their inhabitants over time. Ivan Cankar Library from Vrhnika
prepared a digital collection entitled Cankar’'s Vrhnika with its surroundings, which
presents Vrhnika and surrounding places, some attention is also given to the writer
lvan Cankar and the natural and cultural heritage of Vrhnika. ’

° Digital collection Ljubljana neighborhood Fond houses is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the
following url: http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=1602.
6 Digital collection Dane Zajc is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the following url:
http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=1984.
! Digital collection Cankar's Vrhnika with its surroundings is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the
following url: http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=1321.
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Picture 5: An old postcard of Bistra, a part of digital collection Cankar’s Vrhnika

Logatec Library prepared a collection of old postcards of Logatec in a similar manner.
It presents Logatec and its surrounding places. 8

3.2.2 Images of cities

Some libraries started the presentations of city images a little bit differently, by
publishing sets of research papers done by primary school students. Logatec Library
in close cooperation with a local primary school created a collection from a set of
research papers that address specific features of Logatec. The collection was named
Logatec in the past and now. °

3.2.3 Crafts, trade and industry presentations

Grosuplje City Library has decided to explore crafts, trade and industry in Grosuplje
and published its findings in the form of a very large digital collection. '

3.2.4 Presentations of streets and roads

Other libraries decided to present certain roads, streets and squares. Logatec Library
did a detailed survey of Cankar road in Logatec: its history, the history of houses and

8 Digital collection Logatec Library's collection of old postcards is accessible on the KAMRA portal at
the following url: http://www.KAMRA.si/Default.aspx? module=5&id=877.
o Digital collection Logatec in the past and now is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the following url:
http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=1036.
10 Digital collection Crafts, trade and industry in Grosuplje is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the
following url: http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=1311.
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their inhabitants. They also included some special events which happen on this road
every year.

Similarly Ilvan Cankar Library from Vrhnika prepared a large digital collection Talking
a walk on Vrhnika’s Old road, where it reveals the history and the present of the
houses building after building and presents their inhabitants. ? Litija Library took their
work even further by including in their collection Valvazor square in Litija in addition
to the prgsentation of the square and its more significant inhabitants, the pulse of the
square.
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LA e Cankarjeva cesta v Logatcu

Cankarjeva ulica v Logatcu predstavlja osrednjo ulico mesta v Doljnem Logatcu.

Nahaja se vzporedno z glavno TrZadko cesto. Njena srediféna lega je pripomogla k temu, da se je razvila v
mestno jedro z razliénimi objekti- tro , itn. Sprva je bila del enega izmed naselij, ki

=0 se pozneje zdruZila v enoten kraj Logatec, in sicer Dolnjega (tudi Dolenjega) Logatca. Ob zdruZitvi v Logatec
leta 1972 je obéinska skupZéina sprejela imena za ceste, ulice in poti - tako je poleg Triagke, Tovarnidke,
wodovodne, Roviarske, Poto3ke, Motranjske, PreSernove, Gregordifeve, Viharjeve, Nazorjeve, Levstikove,

Gubéeve, Kidriteve, TomEifeve, Kraigherjeve itn. ulice svoje ime dobila tudi Cankarjeva cesta. Poteku nastajanja

poimenovan] lahko sledimo v vec izdajah Logagkih novic, in sicer je v izdaii z dne 22, 10. 1970 (na strani 4) mo&
Fotogalerija: 4 slike prebrati poziv ob#anom, najna pisarno obéine predioZij pisne predioge o poimenovanjih ulic in naselij v Logatcy

W tretji Stevilki Zasopisa iz leta 1972 (na straneh S in 6) je obseZnejSi Slanek g. Vinka Urbasa z naslovom Mestno

naselie in ulice v njem, v katerem pr ia predioge poil jin poteka ulic. Po le-teh naj bi se dana&nja
Cankarjeva cesta imenovala Martinjska cesta. Porodilo o dokonénin oz. na seji ob&inske skupidine potrienih
poimenovanjih pa lahko beremo v prvi Stevilki Logagkih novic iz leta 1973 (na strani 6}, sode po tem je bilo Sele
tedaj sprejeto ime Cankarjeva cesta. Podatkov, zakaj je do te odloSitve prigle, nimame, g. JoZe §vige|j (ki stanuje na
Cankarjevi ulici), nam je zaupal zanimive anekdoto, ki mu jo je povedal njegov oe. Na Griu (1. stranska ulica, ki se
odcepi od Cankarjeve) naj bi neko stala nizka hifa, kjer je slufila Cankarjeva teta in pri kateri so kuhali £ganje oz.
brinjevec. Ob&asno je teto obiskal tudi sam pisatel] lvan Cankar in degustiral domaci brinjevec. Ko je prihajal, je el
wedno mimo njihove (Balantinove) hife, vra&al pa se ni nikoli po isti poti.

Mir:

Logatec v zgodevini / Janez J. S—.vajncar. - Logatec: Vojni muzej, cop. 2004 (Ljubliana: Prima Print). - 386 str.:
ilustr;; 31 cm.

Multimedijski elementi

@ Cankarjeva cesta nekoc
ipg, 1431 4kb

@ Cankarjeva cesta. okoli 1310
ipg, 1405.68kb

@ Nekdanja posoiilnica na Cankarjevi cesti
irg, 1327.36kb

@ Procesija za Sv. Re$nje Telo Informacije
irg, 1127.14kb

Nosilec: KniiZnica Logatec
Lokacija: Cankarjeva ulica, Logatec

Kazale
§ Cankaricva cesta v Logatcu

Kontakine osebe: Urika OreSnik

Picture 6: Digital collection Cankar road in Logatec

B Digital collection Cankar road in Logatec is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the following url:
http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=1037.
"2 Digital collection Talking a walk on Vrhnika's Old road is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the
following url: http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=650.
3 Digital collection Valvazor square in Litija is accessible on the KAMRA portal at the following url:
http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?region=6&module=5&id=812.
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4 Conclusion

LCL is very proud of the results of My street project. Regional libraries have accepted
it as their own and cooperate even though the current financial situation is not very
beneficial towards any kind of digitization projects. LCL believes that My street
project has still a lot to give so it will continue to run it. There are still a lot of
interesting and important topics that need to be turned into digital collections and LCL
will do its best to digitize and publish as many as possible.

LCL is constantly looking for new partners to contribute their stories to the portal and
will be very active in this field also in the future. It will keep striving to promote
Slovenian cultural heritage among the public and to provide access to material with
special local importance to residents of Central Slovenia region and others.
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